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Chesil Theatre is pleased to offer another interesting season 
of plays – classic to modern, comedy to tragedy.

We open with Educating Rita, set in the early days when the Open 
University attracted mature students. Peggy For You and The Thrill 
of Love, sharply different in mood, are both based on real people – 
Peggy Ramsay, famous theatrical agent, and Ruth Ellis, a convicted 
murderer from the 1950s. Shakespeare’s Macbeth continues to 
resonate in modern times; Nasty Neighbours is a black comedy. 
Finally, a swashbuckling outdoor adaptation of Treasure Island - fun 
for all the family!

We are delighted to present our 2022 – 2023 Season:

Educating Rita by Willy Russell

Peggy For You by Alan Plater

Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Nasty Neighbours by Debbie Isitt

The Thrill of Love by Amanda Whittington

Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson adapted by Phil Willmott

How to book 
Online: www.chesiltheatre.org.uk 
Telephone: 0333 666 3366  
(Booking fee applies to online and telephone sales) 
Post: Ticket Sales, Chesil Theatre, Chesil Street,  
Winchester SO23 0HU. Send cheque and SAE  
Please make cheques payable to Chesil Theatre 
Ticket enquiries only:  
tickets@chesiltheatre.org.uk or 07527 471 539 
Performance times: See back page of brochure 
Doors and Bar open 30 minutes before a performance

Ticket prices 
Adults (Full Price): £16   
Students/Under 18s (at date of performance): £10 
Groups: 10% discount for groups of ten or more adults paying full 
price. 
Student and School Groups: All tickets £10 including 
accompanying teachers. No extra group discount. 
Open air production of Treasure Island: see page 8 
Ticket concessions available for Ticket Club members and Friends 
of the Chesil. Email: membership@chesiltheatre.org.uk 
All tickets include a free programme.  
Matinées include a free cup of coffee or tea.

Chesil Theatre, Chesil Street, Winchester, SO23 0HU 
Email: chesilinfo@chesiltheatre.org.uk 
To join Chesil Theatre: welcome@chesiltheatre.org.uk

Chesil Theatre reserves the right to make changes to the planned programme.



Educating Rita 
By Willy Russell
Directed by Terry Lohr

1 - 8 October  

Sometimes education teaches us the best lessons  
about ourselves

A gentle poignant comedy/drama. Rita, a young 
working-class woman is dissatisfied with her life and job 
as a hairdresser. Wanting more, she enrols on an Open 
University course in English where she is tutored by Frank, a 
bored academic and poet.

The relationship proves life-changing for both of them – 
but who teaches and who learns?
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Peggy For You
By Alan Plater
Directed by Lisbeth Rake

19 – 26 November

A day in a life... A life in a day

This funny and charming play is an insight into the 
legendary, eccentric and inspirational literary agent, Peggy 
Ramsay. She believed that the living playwright belongs at 
the heart of theatre and that, without new writing, theatre 
is worthless. 

The action focuses on one day when old clients are exiting 
and new ones are entering. It is a wry and witty account 
of an extraordinary woman who nurtured generations of 
playwrights.

Contains some strong language.
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Macbeth (abridged version)

By William Shakespeare
Directed by Zoe Stanford

21 – 28 January

“Something wicked this way comes…”

When three witches promise Macbeth a future as King, the 
once-loyal Thane discovers just how far he is willing to go 
to secure that future, even at the cost of tearing his new 
kingdom apart.

Shakespeare’s timeless tragedy remains strangely poignant 
today, exploring the lasting effects of war, the pressures of 
family and just how corrupting the temptation of power 
can be in uncertain times. 

Contains some scenes of violence.
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Nasty Neighbours
By Debbie Isitt
Directed by Heather Bradford

25 March – 1 April  

“You don’t think murderers work weekdays, then?”

From behind the net curtains of their semi-detached home, 
Mr and Mrs Peach scrutinise their new neighbours, the 
Chapmans - ambitious young professionals. 

Friendly overtures are met with resistance and small 
tensions escalate out of all proportion. Fuelled by the 
expense and frustration of everyday life in the suburbs,  
Mr Peach seems headed for a melt-down. He’s not the  
only one…

 Contains adult themes, some strong language and moderate violence.
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The Thrill of Love  
By Amanda Whittington
Directed by Alec Walters

13 – 20 May

“I am guilty, I’m a little confused…”

A heart-breaking drama about the last woman to be 
hanged in Britain in 1955. 

Ruth Ellis is no stranger to the 1950s underworld. A 
nightclub hostess with a history of chaotic relationships, 
she now manages a little place in Knightsbridge where 
people go to forget their troubles – but meeting hard-
drinking racing driver David Blakely brings only greater 
tragedy for them both.

Amanda Whittington’s play offers a window into Ruth’s 
world and the society that sought to convict her.

Contains adult themes including depiction of domestic violence.
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Treasure Island
Freely adapted by Phil Willmott  
from the novel by Robert Louis Stephenson 
Directed by Sarah Hawkins

11 – 15 July 
A Puffball of Parrots, Pirates and Plunder… 
in the grounds of Winchester College

This new and ingenious adaptation reworks the familiar classic 
tale of treasure-seeking and piracy. Jim Hawkins, Long John Silver 
and Ben Gunn are here, of course, but alongside them we have 
powerful women, mischievous rats and magical mer-folk - all 
accompanied by full-throated song, imaginative puppetry and the 
general jollity of pantomime. Perfect fare for an outdoor summer 
production to entertain young and old alike.

Tickets: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday matinée: 
Adults: £16. Students/Under 18s (at date of performance): £10 
Family ticket (4 people including 1 adult and 1 under 18): £46 

Friday & Saturday evening: 
Adults: £18. Students/Under 18s (at date of performance): £10 
Family ticket (4 people including 1 adult and 1 under 18): £48
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Join Maui on his journey to free flight - www.macawtakeover.co.uk



Chesil Youth Theatre

We have two groups - 8-12 and 13-16 year olds - meeting 
weekly during term time. They work towards their own 
productions as well as learning many different drama skills. 

Members of CYT appeared in our recent outdoor production of  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream at Wolvesey Palace (above). 

We welcome newcomers. Email youth@chesiltheatre.org.uk 

Spring 2023 will see the launch of our eighth 
Chesil Theatre New Writing Festival, TakeTen, 
when we invite writers to submit their ideas for 
a ten-minute play. Each Festival has a new and 
challenging theme. All entries are judged by an 
independent panel and the winning ten will be 
premiered by Chesil Theatre in early 2024.
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Discover More
at Chesil Theatre…

Theatre Bar 
Enjoy pre-show and post-show drinks in our intimate licensed 
bar. Tea, coffee and ice-cream are also available. Beat the 
queues and pre-order for the interval on arrival. 

Other activities 
In addition to our main programme, we host visiting 
professional and student shows. We also arrange play 
readings, training sessions, drama workshops, theatre visits, 
open days and social evenings. To join our mailing list, email:  
marketing@chesiltheatre.org.uk

Costume and Props Hire 
Costumes from our extensive wardrobe are available for hire. 
Many can be seen in the archive galleries on our website. We 
keep a database listing more and hold similar records for the 
thousands of props we have stored.  
Enquiries: chesilinfo@chesiltheatre.org.uk

Readings and Open Auditions 
Non-members are welcome at both readings and auditions. 
We are always pleased to see new people. Why not come 
along and find out more about Chesil Theatre? Just turn up! 
See our website for details.

Membership 
There are many ways to become involved at Chesil Theatre, 
not only acting but set building, painting scenery, making 
costumes, sourcing props, stage management, front of house, 
serving on the bar or attending social events.  
Come to one of our Open Mornings on the first Saturday of 
every month, 10:30-12:30. Meet members of the theatre, enjoy 
coffee, cake and a chat, and find out more about what goes on 
behind the scenes. Or email: welcome@chesiltheatre.org.uk

Access 
An infrared audio system is available. Free headsets and neck 
loops may be obtained from the Front of House Manager. 
Wheelchair spaces are available in the front row and must be 
pre-booked. Please ring 07527 471 539 when booking tickets.



Parking
There is a well signposted multi-storey car park opposite the 
theatre, free after 6.00pm and all day Sunday. 

Road (Satnav users should enter SO23 0HU)
From the south: Take junction 10 off the M3 at Bar End. 
Follow signs to City Centre along Bar End Road into Chesil 
Street. The turning to the car park is on the right immediately 
before you reach Chesil Theatre on your left.
From the north: Take junction 9 off the M3 at Winnall. Follow 
signs to City Centre. At the junction at the end of the winding 
road (Wales Street) turn left into the one-way system and stay 
in the left hand lane. At the King Alfred statue roundabout 
take the first exit left, over City Bridge and almost immediately 
turn right into Chesil Street. Pass Chesil Theatre on your right, 
the turning to the car park is on the left.

Rail
Chesil Theatre is a 20-25 minute walk from Winchester railway 
station. Follow signs to City Centre. Walk all the way down 
High Street and The Broadway, keeping to the right of the 
King Alfred statue. Cross over City Bridge (Winchester City Mill 
on your left); turn right into Chesil Street and the theatre is 
straight ahead. 

Bus
Chesil Theatre is a five minute walk from the bus station. Cross 
The Broadway and turn left towards the King Alfred statue. Go 
over City Bridge (Winchester City Mill on your left); turn right 
into Chesil Street and the theatre is straight ahead.

How to find us…
Chesil Theatre 
Chesil Street 
Winchester 
Hampshire 
SO23 0HU



Winchester Dramatic Society is a registered charity No 285043, 
a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales No. 01621492 

Registered office: Chesil Theatre, Chesil Street, Winchester SO23 0HU

Chesil Theatre amateur productions are given in association with the following:  
Educating Rita, Peggy For You and Treasure Island (Willmott) are presented by 
arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd on behalf of Samuel French Ltd  
www.concordtheatricals.co.uk  
The Thrill of Love is presented by arrangement with Nick Hern Books  
www.nickhernbooks.co.uk 
Nasty Neighbours is presented by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Ltd  
www.josef-weinberger.com
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October 2022       
Educating Rita
Sat 1 7.45pm
Sun 2  2.30pm  
Mon 3  7.45pm  
Tues 4  7.45pm
Wed 5 7.45pm              
Thurs 6 7.45pm
Fri 7  7.45pm
Sat 8 7:45pm 

November 2022      
Peggy For You
Sat 19 7.45pm  
Sun 20 2.30pm  
Mon 21 7.45pm  
Tues 22 7.45pm  
Wed 23 7.45pm
Thurs 24 7.45pm  
Fri 25 7.45pm  
Sat 26 7.45pm

January 2023 
Macbeth 
Sat 21 7.45pm  
Sun 22 2.30pm  
Mon 23 7.45pm 
Tues 24 7.45pm  
Wed 25 7.45pm  
Thurs 26  7.45pm  
Fri 27           7.45pm  
Sat 28 7.45pm

March / April 2023
Nasty Neighbours
Sat 25 (March) 7.45pm
Sun 26 2.30pm
Mon 27 7.45pm
Tues 28 7.45pm
Wed 29 7.45pm
Thurs 30 7.45pm
Fri 31 7.45pm 
Sat 1 (April) 7.45pm

February 2023
Spotlight on Youth  
(details to be announced)

Thurs 9 7.30pm 
Fri 10 7.30pm

May 2023
The Thrill of Love
Sat 13 7.45pm
Sun 14 2.30pm
Mon 15 7.45pm
Tues 16 7.45pm 
Wed 17 7.45pm
Thurs 18 7.45pm
Fri 19 7.45pm 
Sat 20 7.45pm

July 2023
Treasure Island
Tues 11 7.30pm 
Wed 12 7.30pm
Thurs 13 7.30pm
Fri 14  7.30pm 
Sat 15  2.30pm & 7.30pm


